RESEARCH REPORT: EUROPEAN CITIES
For the new unit in Writing, each student will write a research report. The goal of the project is to persuade a tourist to visit this European City. Some of the work will be accomplished at school but work at home will be necessary.  Students will use the Social Studies textbook and will need two additional sources of information.  At least, one book and one website (no .com or wiki sites) for note-taking and works cited page are required.
· Mrs. Clauss will guide topic selection, provide background information as necessary, and manage the timeline of due dates.  Students will receive 50 points toward Social Studies grade.*
· Mrs. Massmann will instruct the writing process.  Students will create an outline, rough draft and final copy of their research.  Final copies should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman or Arial fonts.  The body of the report should be double-spaced and include six paragraphs in length (roughly 2 pages).  The final written report will include a title page, outline, report, and works cited page and is worth 100 points in Writing.  Throughout the process, students will receive scores for work completed.
· Save all of the work accumulated during this project such as research notes, outline, and drafts.  
Timeline of due dates:  
January 22:  Materials Distributed/ Folder & note cards at school *
January 23:  Topic approval *
January 23:  Class time for ipad research during class
January 25: Note card explanation/ Note-taking / general thesis ideas
January 25:  Research time in the library

January 29:  Works cited introduction
January 31: Thesis statement approval
February 2: Two Works Cited Cards completed *
February 6: First source note cards *
February 7:  Begin outline
February 13: Second source note cards *
February 15: Outline due/ Begin drafting
February 22:  Typed rough draft due / edits
February 27:  Second draft typed due / edits
March 2:  Final copy due
Note-taking:  Students will use sources to create note cards of facts that will be used in the research paper.  A minimum of 30 note cards are required.

The body of the paper itself will have an introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs. Some body paragraphs on the topics of geography, history, and landmarks are required.* Students may select one other paragraph topic as it relates to each city.  The final paper must be six paragraphs in length.
· Geography*
· Where was it in the world?  
· Physical attributes (mountains, rivers)
· Natural Resources
· Human attributes (population)
· History *

· Time (when did it exist)
· Leaders (who is in charge)
· Important events (wars, inventions, buildings)
· Famous Landmarks/ Architecture *
· What are the special places to visit?

· What features make this city unique from others?

· Economy
· Currency
· General financial status
· Government
· Types of governing bodies? How are leaders chosen?
· Laws / consequences for breaking the laws
· Culture & Life
· What sort of unique activities to locals do for entertainment here?
· Interesting theaters, museums, music or night life? 
· Cuisine/ Crops

· What kind of ethnic foods are made here?

· What sort crops/ agriculture add to the local food options? 







